Gingival involvement in Crohn disease.
Although the oral manifestations of Crohn disease are well-established, there is little specific documentation of the gingival involvement. The authors describe four patients with significant gingival involvement and identify clinical signs and symptoms of the disease involving the gingivae, along with other oral manifestations. Patients had persistent gingival lesions manifesting as pustular ulcerations, erythema, swelling and cobblestoning. The authors also discuss the differential diagnosis, treatment options and prognostic factors. Patients with gingival and/or other oral lesions with or without other constitutional symptoms should be evaluated for Crohn disease. Dentists can play a critical role in the early diagnosis, and they can help prevent complications and improve the prognosis.